ARE YOU OFF TO UNIVERSITY THIS SEPTEMBER?

There are a number of options for you to continue your Guiding whilst away from home:

Be a Guiding member of SSAGO:

The Student Scout and Guide Organisation is for people who are studying full or part time at university or college. Take a look at the SSAGO Website http://www.ssago.org.uk/ for more details.  There are groups at many universities in the UK, or you can be a lone member if there are no groups at your place of higher education. The group organises activities and members may continue working on various Girlguiding UK and Scout membership schemes as they so choose. Members can also participate in the various Senior Section opportunities as they choose – providing they are under 26. 

Join another Unit near your University:

Rainbow, Brownie and Guide Units are often crying out for help, or there may be a Ranger/Senior Section Unit nearby. There is an online form for requesting a local contact on the Girlguiding UK Website http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ .  You can find it by following the links in the ‘Join Us’ tab, to ‘Request a Local Contact’.  On submission of the form, you will be sent a response by e-mail or letter (your choice) If you choose to receive a response by email, Girlguiding UK hope to provide you with details of a local contact in the next hour. If you choose to receive information by post, expect further details in the next 7-10 days.

I would recommend that you start to check out these options now.  This has the benefit of enabling you to make friends and know people in the area before you get to your chosen university, which can be quite reassuring when you are starting out in a new area.

Maintaining links with Girlguiding Gloucestershire:

Never forget - you can still maintain your links with Gloucestershire, whether or not you decide to become involved in Guiding near your university.  Many previous University students from Gloucestershire have enjoyed catching up with their Units when they get home, and have supported our summer camps and activities. However, if you are not joining a Unit near your University, please ensure that you are covered by Girlguiding insurance by maintaining your attachment to a Unit in Gloucestershire.

I hope that you will find it easy to make new contacts, and will have a wonderful time whilst you are away, however, if you do experience any difficulties, please don’t hesitate to ask for help!  gloucestershireseniorsection@googlemail.com. Your District, Division or County Commissioner may also be able to help with contact details.
Jan Chick, Gloucestershire Senior Section Adviser
