We want to say a huge 'Thank-You' both to the GirlGuiding UK team who devised the Change the World Challenge and the Railway Children Charity staff who put together such an excellent activity pack; it has formed the basis of a different and extremely exciting term.
 

When the Brownies chose the Railway Children's Power of Dreams Challenge, I was initially surprised (I expected them to choose to support an animal or conservation charity). Having printed off the activity pack over Christmas, I became concerned that the issues discussed in the challenge would be difficult to work through with the girls. I need not have worried; we started with a couple of weeks introducing the subject and the Charity and completing some lovely crafts (Dream catchers and Door Hangers). That allowed the Brownies to articulate some of their ambitions and dreams - several of which we were able to deliver as part of the term's programme. Asha wanted to be the Queen, so for her Promise night we made her Queen for the day and had a right royal party. She enjoyed all the attention, especially making the rules (Everyone had to be nice to each other), choosing the games and having everyone bow down to her. She made her Brownie Promise on a throne dressed in robes and a crown. Katie wanted to see Buckingham Palace, so we will be coming down to London for the Queen's Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour) in June followed by some sight seeing and a flight on the London Eye. Several of the girls wanted to be pop stars, so this led naturally to the choice of a Talent Show as one of our fundraisers.
 

We spent 2 meetings on the issues of life on the street. The adults were more upset by the runaways' stories than the Brownies, although I did e-mail the parents to warn them what we would be discussing. Most of the issues were tackled through games and role-play, and the Brownies' understanding was enhanced by linking in some of the subjects they have previously covered (stranger danger, green cross code, map reading). The activities about our local area also allowed us the complete the 'Finding Your Way' interest badge.
 

Finally we turned our attention to fundraising. We love sleepovers and Megan wanted one for her Promise celebration, so we met up on a Friday for some pyjama fun. The Brownies mastered the 'Helium Stick' and found out how hard a concrete floor is to sleep on with just a roll mat (I did suggest cardboard mattresses, but they weren't keen!). On a cold wet February night, it was easy to imagine the horrors of life on the streets, even from our warm safe hall. Our next fundraising idea corresponded with lent. We had a pancake night, cooking, eating and flipping pancakes then all took home a tube of smarties in exchange for giving up chocolate for 4 weeks. We were not all successful, but Catherine gave up for the whole of lent and her parents donated £16 to her smartie tube. The last meeting before Easter, we ended our chocolate fast with a chocolate party, including a chocolate fondue and Easter Eggs. Our final fundraiser was a talent show for the parents. The Brownies entertained with singing, dancing, music, jokes and a fantastic sketch to 'Right said Fred' (the piano moving / cup of tea song). We even got two groups of parents up to try the helium stick for themselves - they couldn't do it! 
 

From the 3 events we raised £147.00, which will be winging its way to the charity shortly. All that remains is to reward the girls with their Change the World badges, which I will order tomorrow. What a super way to start our Centenary year. I hope other units have got as much out of it as we have and wish all the partner charities good luck with their work. 
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